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Board of Trustees  
2004 – 2005

Michael Rein, Chair 
Larry Grace, Vice Chair 
Dennis Norton, Treasurer 
Patty Aldrich, Secretary 
Cynthia H. Wilbanks, Immediate Past Chair 
 
Elaine Brock 
DJ Boehm 
Donna Friedman 
Mark Hildebrandt 
Alan Krisch 
Sonal Mithani 
Barb Nanzig 
George Ni 
Kathleen Rhine 
Marc Ross 
Perry Samson 
Ellie Serras 
Helen Shi 
Rob Van der Voo 

Museum Staff
Steve Ausloos
Patricia Beals 
John Bowditch
Mel Drumm
Sharon Keyes
Jan Klute  
Carol Knauss
Jessica Lagalo
Alisa Logsdon
Alex Long
Erin Mattimoe
Ari Morris
Ann Neuenschwander
Kara Schultz
Pam Smith
Jason Stevens
Charles Stout
Antoinette Thoin
Sandy Toivonen
Olia Vradiy
Karl Zinn

What a Great Year It Has Been 
Thanks to you, the Ann Arbor Hands-On Museum is thriving. The vital compo-
nents of community involvement and ownership are evident everywhere in the 
Museum. This year our overall attendance hit an all-time record of 207,711 people. 
Membership, a strong indicator of organizational health, remained strong with over 
3,500 member families. School group visitation increased by double-digits during 
several months this year. Our year has indeed been outstanding. 

This exceptional year is a dividend of your investment in the Ann Arbor Hands-
On Museum. Our conservative budget funds a lean, efficient and effective group 
of dynamic professionals. On a per person basis, our team provides countless 
moments of inspiration and experiential learning. Our exhibits are exceptional, 
our educational programs are content-rich and our people are committed to 
nothing less than excellence.

Speaking of people, there are countless others that support our creative team of 
intelligent can-do professionals. Our Board members, present and past, provide 
insight, governance, and invaluable experience throughout our operations. Our 
volunteers, whether on a committee, working with guests, or crafting exhibits, cata-
pult us to another level of operational success. Most of all, we thank you, our com-
munity, near and far, for believing in the Ann Arbor Hands-On Museum. We have 
been the regional cornerstone of informal education for 23 years and once again, 
thanks to you, our friends and neighbors in the community, there is a bright future 
ahead. Hold on tight—we are just getting started!

 
Michael Rein, Chair			   Mel J. Drumm, Director



Circle of Hands 
Becoming a member of the Circle of Hands is a thoughtful way to support the 
mission of the Ann Arbor Hands-On Museum. Currently, 23 special friends of the 
Museum have made an annual gift of $1,000 or more and a pledge for the next 
three to five years.

A gift to the Circle of Hands helps the Museum with funds for general operating 
support and is a commitment to our future. When considering a gift of support to 
the Ann Arbor Hands-On Museum, help us by becoming a “helping hand” in the 
Museum’s Circle of Hands. Every gift is important to the long-term mission and 
viability of your Museum.

Growing at the Speed of 
Science — Progress Report

It’s a tall ladder, but step by step, rung by rung, we 
are climbing to the top to reach the $1.5 million goal. 
To date, a committee of loyal Museum volunteers has 
diligently worked to secure gifts in support of the 
capital needs totaling $875,000—58% of the goal.

Progress is being made with the funded improvements. 
The exterior bricks of the firehouse have been repaired 
and re-pointed. The roof repairs have begun and we 
are looking forward to a draft-free, drip-free winter.

In mid-November the DTE Energy Foundation Light & 
Optic Gallery will open with updated favorite exhibits 
and unique new exhibits. The gallery will include 
a tabletop shadow lab, a high tech way of experi-
menting with colors and lighted special effects. The 
campaign has also funded the Lyons’ Country Store 
exhibit and the Building in a Building exhibit, both 
visitor favorites.

But we have many rungs left on the ladder. If you 
would you like to consider leaving a family legacy, the 
Preschool Gallery and Math Gallery exhibits still need 
to be funded. The Preschool Gallery is so popular 
we need to expand it and the need for increasing 
preschool programming and exhibits is exponential. 
Since math and science are an integral part of our 
everyday lives we want to expand our math exhibit 
offerings into every gallery—a perfect opportunity 
to “multiply” your impact on the Museum.

It’s not too late to join the list of donors for the 
Growing at the Speed of Science project. Every gift is 
important as we climb higher. 

Committee members: Dick & Norma Sarns, Honorary 
Chairs; Hans Maier and Cynthia Wilbanks, Co-Chairs;  
Martha Darling, Larry Hastie, Larry McPherson, Roy 
Muir and Dennis Norton.

Fun Facts

•	It is our 23rd birthday this year!

•	More than 5,000 people annually visit the Museum 
with our Birthday Party program.

•	More than 1,800 campers sleep at the Museum 
during organized Camp-Ins each year.

•	Outreach vans travel over 4,500 miles each year!

•	The most popular Hands-On Store item is glass 
marbles—over 17,000 sold in nine months!

•	The busiest month for group visits is May,  
for general public—August.

Financial Overview

This fiscal year, the 
Ann Arbor Hands-On 
Museum’s operating 
budget was $1.8 million.  

207,711 people  
visited the Museum 
and/or participated  
in programs.

Revenue Sources

Operating Expenses

Salaries
62%

Programs
19%

Operations
19%

Donations & Grants
32%Admissions

26%

Programs
12%

Gift Shop
14%

Membership
14%

Other Earned Revenue
2%



Accomplishments

•	New attendance record—207,711 guests!

•	40,000 students visited with school groups

•	Building in a Building exhibit opened 

•	26,000 students participated in Outreach 
education programs and Science Alliance Camp

•	Best Museum—The Detroit Free Press 

•	National recognition by the NSF, IMLS and ASTC

•	Best Kids’ Activity in Current’s “Best of Ann Arbor”  

Challenges

The Museum has been very successful this year but 
each new year brings new challenges—gas prices, 
school budget cuts and the fluctuating economy 
all impact our ability to deliver new programs, 
new technology and new exhibits. Our donors and 
members make the difference everyday with their 
support. Thank you for your continued support of 
informal science education in our community!
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ABM AMRO Mortgage Group
Sean & Susan Adelman
Gwen Adler
Rob & Patty Aldrich
Robert & Kathryn Aldrich
Dominic & Jennifer Allam
Altarum Institute
Lisa & Brian Altevogt
Robert & Connie Amick
Bill & Marci Ammerman
Herbert & Carol Amster
Bob & Karen Anderson
Steven & Michelle Anderson
Robert & Lucy Anderson
John & Sallie Anderson
Anderson Paint Company
Ann Arbor Area  

Community Foundation
Ann Arbor Fire Protection
Daniel & Monica Atkins
Steve Ausloos
Cheryl, Wayne & Harrison Baker
Daniel & Barbara Balbach
Christopher & Lesli Ballard
Bank of Ann Arbor
Harry Benford
James H  Bennett
Bruce & Stephanie Benz
Robert & Carolyn Beuhler
Herb & Chris Black
DJ Boehm
Borders
George Borel
John & Kay Bowditch
Jon & Kathy Bowdler
Bowers & Rein
Keith Bradsher
Joel Bregman & Elaine Pomeranz
Wayne & Karen Brehob
Briarwood Mall
Julie Brigham & Mike Mellar
John & Susan Brimacombe
Elaine & Bruce Brock
Elizabeth Burnside
David & Heidi Butz
Walt & Nancy Byers
Campus Inn
Care Choices
Edwin & Judith Carlson
Leo & Noreen Carrigan
Angela & Jim Ceely
Charles Reinhardt Company
Naama & Amir Chenchinski
Richard & Joyce Chesbrough
Don & Betty Chisholm
Citizens Bank
Citizens Insurance Company
Clever Promotions Inc
Scott & Beth Clipper
David & Patricia Clyde
Colorbok
Comerica
Brian Connelly
Daniel & Muriel Converse
Con-Way Transportation
Tom & Linda Conzelman
Howard & Anne Cooper

2004 – 2005 Donors to the Ann Arbor Hands-On Museum
H  Richard Crane
Merle & Mary Ann Crawford
Martha Darling & Gil Omenn
Brian & Mary Daugherty
Hal & Ann Davis
William & Carol Davis
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Peter & Jane Dechants
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Michael & Lisa Dempsey
Tom & Jean Dickinson
Allison Diver
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Molly Dobson
Jack & Alice Dobson
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Downtown Kiwanis Club 

of Ann Arbor
Mel & Elizabeth Drumm
DTE Energy Foundation
Catherine Duchon
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Joseph & Yvonne Dulin
Andrea & Ransom Duncan
Rob & Cathy Durham
D W  & Marilyn Edington
Joe & Ann Edwards
Jim & Lisa Edwards
Judge & Mrs  S  J  Elden
Bruce & Cheryl Elliott
David & Jill Esau
James & Rhonda Fackert
Garry & Barbara Faja
Ron & Pam Feldeisen
Michelle & Eric Ferguson
Richard & Jane Fijal
Thomas Finholt & Stephanie Teasley
Joe & Beth Fitzsimmons
Celia & Bryon Foster
Elizabeth Francoeur
Gargi French
Jim & Mary Frenza
Richard & JoAnna Friedman
Randy & Donna Friedman
Clement & Margo Gill
Michael Giunta
William & Karen Godfrey
Suzanne Goodrich
Franklin & Karen Gordon
Laura & John Gordon
John Griffiths Pedley
Martha & Bill Grimes
Michael Giunta
Hap Haasch & Family
Talbot & Jan Hack
Hankin Family
Harvard Drug Group
K  Larry & Ruth Hastie
Jeff & CJ Hauptman
Rosemarie Helmbrecht
Norman & Debbie Herbert
Mark & Lorna Hildebrandt
Doug Housemen & Marie O’Connell
Ann & Tom Hunt
Joseph Im & Justine Paik
Virginia & Larry Johansen
Kent Joscelyn
Maher & Lina Karam

Jill & Larry Keller
John & Nancy Kelley
Sally & David Kennedy
Kevin & Anne Kennedy
Mary Kerr
KeyBank
P Landis & Sharon Keyes
Deneen & Gordan Kibble
Kimberley & Ron Klausner
Jean & Arnold Kluge
Carol Knauss & Charles Stout
John & Susan Knight
Kolossos Printing Inc
Korybalski Family Foundation
Alan & Jean Krisch
Burt & Sally Lamkin
Alice Landau
Landfill Energy Systems
Patricia Lang
Kevin Langenbach
Alan & Donnamarie Lapczynski
Donna & Michael Lasinski
William Lee & Wendy Wahl
Letitia Lee & William Moses
Allan Leonard
Valdis & Austra Liepa
Alisa & Jason Logsdon
Leslie & Susan Loomans
Carl & Carol Luckenbach
Pam, Bob & Nick Ludolph
Richard & Ellen Lundy
Benard L  Maas Foundation
Larry & Judy Macklem
Hans & Jackie Maier
David & Jennifer Maisch
Malloy Incorporated
Scott & Kristine Maly
Sheldon & Geraldine Markel
David & Stacy Markel
Marshall Field’s
Martin Family Foundation
MAV Development Corporation
John McCauley & Virginia Weingate
Alan McCord & Anne McKee
Griff & Pat McDonald
Jill McDonough & Greg Merriman
Bill & Ginnie McKeachie
Chris & Linda McKenney
Deborah & Tom McMullen
Larry & Charleen McPherson
MESP/TIAA CREF
Helen Low Metzner 
Michigan Brain & Spine Institute
Kent & Lynn Miller
Soni Mithani & Jeff Morenoff
David Moreland
Robert & Melinda Morris
Mouzon Information Services
Roy & Sue Muir
Bil Mundus
Barb & Tom Nanzig
Gary & Frances Nayh
Ann & Norm Neuenschwander
Lisa Newman Brewer 

& Robert Brewer
Dan & Sarah Nicoli
Dennis & Carol Norton
NSK Corporation

NuStep Inc
Robbie O’Brien & Lee Sirvaitis
Kelly O’Connor & Susan Johnson
Paul Olson
Omicron Inc
Bob Onderdonk & Linda Rolf
John & Linda Onderdonk
Patrick & Nancy Paige
Pall Life Sciences
Julie Parisien & Tim Nuce
Sunita Partridge
Todd & Beth Pascoe
Andrew & Loida Paultanis
Carey & Mark Pellerin
Perich & Partners Ltd
Pfizer Community Grants
Pfizer Foundation
Pfizer Global Research  

& Development
Derek Pflum
Phoenix Contractors Inc
Doug & Charleen Plagens
Thomas & Sandra Plunkett
Populist Cleaning Co
Patrrick & Jennifer Porte
Anthony & Marguerite Procassini
ProQuest
Nikole & Jerry Raymor
Maxwell & Marjorie Reade
Matt Reed & Miriam Manary
Michael & Jennifer Rein
Margaret Ressler
Jim & Beth Ressler
Susan & Tony Reznicek
Kathleen & Douglas Rhine
Betty Richart
Kelly & Barbara Rigney
Julie Rivard
Bill & Katie Robertson
Ambassador & Mrs  Ronald Weiser
Marc & Joan Ross
Sam’s Club
Perry Samson
Aruna Sarma & Naresh Gunaratnam
Dick & Norma Sarns
Steve & Lori Sarns
Ed & Amy Schindler
Charles & Judy Schlanderer
William & Laura Schlecte
Erik & Carol Serr
Ellie & Dennis Serras
Laura Sherman
Beth & Michael Simon
Skanska USA 
A  F  Smith Electric Inc
Andrew & Lori Smith
Lynda & Kevin Smith
Dan & Mary Ann Smith
Pam & Rick Smith & Family
Richard & Susan Snyder
St  Joseph Mercy Health System
Standard Federal Bank
David & Lauren Stapp
State & Venture LLC
Christine Steigerwalt
Phillip & Lynn Stella
Thomas & Ann Sterling
John & Janet Talbot

Fran & Sam Talsma
Alan & Lori Tanabe
Joe & Pat Taylor
TDS Metrocom Inc
Doris Terwilliger
Rachel Thompson & John Rietz
Michael & Deborah Tirico
Sandy Toivonen
Toyota Technical Center
Steven & Jaclynn Tracy
Thomas & Marcella Trautmann
Sarah Trinkaus
UM Law & Psychology Collaboration
United Bank & Trust
Joseph & Sue Upton
Herbert & Anne Upton
Carl & Suzanne Van Appledorn
Rob & Tanja Van der Voo
Richard & Laura Van House
Christopher & Kate Vaughan
Kristal & Peter Verlee
Visteon
Jim Wanty/O & W Inc
Hugh & Marilyn Wanty
Weather Underground Inc
Carol Weber
Mary Linda Webster
Lyndon & Angela Welch
Kevin & Sharon Welch
Robert & Marina Whitman
Whole Foods Market
Amy & Tom Wholihan
Cynthia & Roy Wilbanks
Ron & Shirley Woodard
Wright, Griffin, Davis & Co
Don & Charlotte Wynche
Raghavendra Yarlagadda
Terry Zdanowski
Yossi Zekic & Rachel Newman
Karl & Ann Zinn
Joe & Lisa Zofchak

220 E. Ann St., Ann Arbor, MI 48104

734.995.5439     www.aahom.org

Gifts received from October 1, 2004 
to September 30, 2005  Please direct 
any name changes to the Museum 
(734.995.5439)  We apologize for any 
inaccuracies or omissions  


